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Conlcientious Account| 
For Subſcribing the | 


ENGAGEMENT| 


Diſcuſſed in four Sefions, 


r. Motives for juſt Expediency of giving ſuch 
Account. eo 
2. The Account truely Stated and Explained. 


3. Reaſons juſtifying the Faithfulneſs of it. 
-4. Objeftions againſt it, fatisfaRorily Anſwered | 
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GAL. 6. 4. But let every man prove his own worke, and then ſhall | 

he have rejoycing in himſelf alone, and not in another. 
ACT-24. 16. Andherein do I exerciſe my ſelf to have alwayes a 
| Conſcience voyd of offence toward God and toward men, | 
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To theRight V Vorthiptul Mr. Mayor, 
Aldermen and Inhabitants of Shrewsbury, 
fearing God, and faithfulb ro the Common-wealth of 
England; Together with my ancient Neighbours, and Chriſti 
an acquaintance in Cheſhire , Lancaſhire , and other 
parts: Love ang Peace with Holinfle be 
mulciplicd unto you. 


Moſt endeared Fathers and Brethren in the Lord 
Chriſt. | 


2 Oraſ/much as ſubſcribing the Engage- 
ment required by Act of Parliament, is 
very unworthily contradicted , and un- 
—©® juſtly cenſured; nor only by ſome men 
AS ee, of corivpt minds and perverſe ſpirits, bur 
oi =. alſoby ſome eminent perſons protecfiing 

E the truth which is after godlineſs;as if a declaring & pro- 
miſing to be true and faithfull ro the Common-weaſth of 

Enzland,as it'is now-eſtabliſhed without aKing,and houſe 

of Lords, were unlawfull, Ir hath therefore ſeemed good 
unto me,(who am concerned herein,as well as other pru- 

dent and pioiifly conſcientious Chriſtians throughout the 

|< Nartion)togive a juſt and faithful account of the Reaſogs |. 
| grounded onthe Word of God, perſwading and ſway- 
'$ 1ng-to ingage. This my undertaking is alſo the rarher in 
5 Che behalf, and forthe ſake of ſcverallforts of people, I 
> « being defirous according to the will of God , as oportu- 
«> nity and capacity ſerverth, to do good unto all; albeir, 
'2 moreeſpecially to the houſhold of faith. Becauſe ſome 

are, i3, INN 1. Malig- 


i, 


a — — 
_” 


E. > 42> 


—_ 


BD 


JMI 


" - l 
Dana LEE”) 24S : 2332 *t . 1 
Z Pos 0: 0 TO LON - 7 > > 
; $a 5 3 4.4 - 


1, Malignant adverſaries, who ceaſe nor ro withſtand 
and calumaiare juſt waies, and to ſpeak eyill of them thax 
walk thercin, as evill doers; even theſe enemics.of righte- 
ouſncſle, have notwithſtanding ſome offices of neigh- 
bourly love, and Chriſtian duty owing to them from 
Chrifts Diſciples, which ought to be performed.' Sec 
Mat.5.44. that ſothey may be convinced, and made a- 
{himed, and their ignorance may be put to ſilence, { 1 Per. 
2.15.& 3.16.) if pergdventure they may repent , and ob- 
taine pardon of their fin. See Ad#.8.22. 

2. Sullen malecontents, and refra&tory deſpiſers of 
| preſent Government, tranſported by a ſpirit of delufion, 
who unavoidably taking notice of the Viall of Gods 
Wrath powred upon the Sun, 7. e probably, on an emi- 
nent nominall Proteſtant Prince, bur adhering fixedly to 
Romiſh Hierarchy, rooted in Popery., {q as they are {cor- 
ched with hear, and.gnaw their tongues for pain, and 
think chey do well to be angry cven to death , net repen- 
ting of their deeds, nor giving glory to God, Who 
knowerth whether it may yer pleaſe God, thar theſe may 
not [tearken to that divine exhortarion,, Zech.2 13.. Be ſ#- 


lert O all fleſh before the Lord , for he is. rai{ed up out of his. 


holy habitation; Yea, and take up the acclamation of rhe 
Angell of the waters, Rev:16.5,6,7 . Thou art righteous 
O Lord, which art, and waſt , and ſhalt be, becauſe thou haſt 
judged thus, For they have ſhed the blood of Saints and Pro- 
' phats, and thou haſt given them bloud to drink ,. for they are 
worthy., And of another Angell, Even ſo Lord God Almighty, 
true avd righteous are thy judgements, ; © 
3. Novices, andunskilfull petſons newly entred into 


the way of Chriſtianity, who areas children , and have * 


not ſo fully attained the Spirit of Love, of Power, and of 


a ſound mind, nor yet arc of capacity by uſe to excrciſe | 


their 


trees PIT A I OR | OA—— POD 


their ſenſes.in diſcerning both cood and aill,(Heb,5,17, 


14.) ſuch oughr ro be dealt withal} reſpeRively and. ten- 
derly, and by fome-manududtionguided in their way, c- 
venas anuris cheriſherh her children in their minority, 


See Iſa 66.12,13. Hoſ.11.3..1 Theſ.2.7. - 


4. Scrupulous queſtioniſts, and conflicting Chriſtians in 
the ſchool and field of ſpirituall warfare, who being al- 
ſaulced by the luftfull devices of their owne deceitfull 
hearts; and alſo by Satan, and*his Agents co-operating 
ſuggeſtions , may ſtand in need of brotherly and fellow 
ſouldierly aſfiſtance , and muruall iacoyragement. See 
Gal.5,17. 1 Fohn 2:127,14., Even as the brive Capraine 
Generall Foav did inoſt prudently in a Councel of War, 
advertiſe his brother 46:/ha; in thewarre againſt the Sy- 
rians and Ammonites, 2 S$4#10.,9.10,11,12. 

5. Fathers and growne men in Chriſtianity, eſtabli- 
ſhed in the truch, which is after godlineſle, who are come 
rothe Unity of che Faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Sonne of God, and a perfet man, unto rhe meaſure of 
rhe ſtature of the tulneſſe of Chriſt, Epheſ. 4.13. even 
theſe may be exciced and incouraged to glorifie God in 
their beholding the unanimity of their brethren, in their 


- aRings according to the uncontronlable principles of the 


ſacred Scriptures, of both the Old and New Teſtament, 
See Exod. 20, 12, Rom, 13.1. compared: with Galaf. 1, 


23-24. | | 
6.The Supreme Powers., and Fathers of our Native 


\ Countrey, may hence take knowledge for their greater 


incouragement, (who have enacted Parliamentarily the 
ſubſcribing of che Engagement) in their well-governing, 
that the Chriſtians ſubje&ro their Authority , doe with 
good reaſon ſubmit. themſelves ro a due compliance 
therein, and ate ready to render juſt grounds of their ſo 0- 
beying 


— 


Mat. 22.21. Titus 3.1; | ESI) 
This my pla:nand vpright- hearted endeavour, 1 doe 
humbly offcr and dedicate ro your prudent ,and imparti- 
all cenſurcs and parronage, whoaccording to the know- 
ledge you have experienced of my dodrine aad conver- 
ſation amongſt you,are moſt able and meet to judge what 
I ſay, and in proving all things, to hold faſt. char which 
is good, as indeed ye ought. See 1 Cor.10. 15: 1 Theſ, 5. 
21.-My reciprocall and obliged Engagement mutually , 
I chuſe to expreſle in the very words ot the bleffed Apo- 
file Paul, evenas hereſtified his love and faithfulnefle ro 
the Saints ar Corinth. See 2 Cor.1.12,13. My rejoycing is 
- - this theteftimony, of my conſcience, that in ſimplicity , and 
godly ſincerity, not with fl:ſhly wiſdome , bat by the grace of 
. God, 1 have had my converſation in the world , and more a- 
bundantly to you wards, For T write none other things un- 
to you, then what you read, or acknowledge, and I truſt 
you ſhall acknowledge, eventothe end. Now the God 
of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord, Je- 
ſus, that grcat Shepheard of the Sheep , through the 
blood of the everlaſting Covenant: Make you perfeR in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is wel-pleafing in his ſight,through Jeſus Chriſt, 
To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amer. So praycth, 


Your ſcrvant inthe Lord for Jeſus ſake, 


= 


T hemas P aget. 


beying inthe Lord.according to the rule of Seripture.See 
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TOTS OPTVEPEODOBOGS 
OR | A 
Faithful & Conſcientious Account 
, For Subſcribing the 
ENGAGEMENT. 


: -SECT.L - 
IMotives and Grounds for the Reaſonableneſs and Expedicncy of 


giving Account herein, 


'M Oſes and the Prophets in the ſacred Hiſtorical Scrip- 
| tures ( Written for our inſtruttion and almonition, 
0 whom the ends of the world are come, Rom.15.4, 
* I Cor.10.11.) declating the true ſkate and Occur- 
rences of Old Teſtam:nt Times, do give a juſt and faichfal Account 
of their own faithful. and warrantable Deportment ;, and likewiſe 
of the faithful Deportment of others, the good Servants of God in 
their generations occalionally made mention of by ther, viz. of 
Noab, Abraham, David, Aſa, leheſhaphat,&c. This is ſo plainly 
written throughont-their-Books, that a man-may run and read the 
fame : Toallude to Habak.2. 2» And ſurely they ſaw a reafonable- 
neſs and expedieney info doing; they being hely men of God, ana 


writing as they were moved by the Holy Ghoit,. 2 Pet. 1+20,2 , a 
; 2 2, The 


Fs "4 7 : | > 
2. The Apoſiles and E at who wrot? the Hiſtorial Scrip. 
* tares reſpetting the ſtate of New Teſtament Times, ( which being 
compared with Old TeſtamentTimes,are ſtiled times of Reformati- 
on, Heb.g.1to.)they alſo do give a clear and perfet Account,not only 
of Evangelical Docriue (the rrath which # after godlineſs, Tit. 
1.1.) but alſo of particular occaſional Aﬀts, wherein they were ex- 
emplary for our Imitation, and following in the ſame, Joh» 20.31. 
Lok. 1. 1,2, 3,4. eAt. 1.1. As may moſt fully appear in a ſhort 
view of the two remarkable Inſtances , beyond all exception 
Viz, 
I. Inſtance, Tonching our moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt,our Spiritual King and Prophet, his worthy aRing and walk. 


ing excepted againſt : 
1. By Phariſees, for his cating with Publicans and ſinners , 
Aat. 9.11, 12,13. "i 


2. By the Diſciples of John Baptiſt, about frequent faſting, 

Chap. 9. 14,15, 16, 17. 
. 3. By the multitudes, concerning Fohn Baptiſts and his owe 
Aliniftry, Chap. 11.7, &c. 
4+ By the Phariſces, about the Traditions of the Elders, Chap. 
I5. I,tO 15. 

5. By his ket Diſciples, ignorant of the meaning of Parables, 
Chap. 15. I5, to 21. ; 

6. By the Herodians and Phariſees, about tribute to Ceſar, 
Chap. 22.15,to 22, Inall theſe it is requiſite that 1/5/dom 
ſhould be juſtified of her children : See Mat,11.19. 

2. Inſtance, Touching Apoſtolical Praiſes and Atings in the 
firſt and pureft Primitive Times, who were vindicated therein, al- 
beic they were contradicted : 

I.. By mockers at the fwlneſ5 of the Holy Ghoſt given, Aﬀts 2. 
13, 14, &Cc. | | 

2, By people wondering at the care of a» impotent man, Chap. 
3»-I1, 12» | 

3. By «> 29 Elders and Scribes, touching the ſame thing,Chap. 
4. 5, 0» ; 

4. By them of the Circumcifion about the Gentsles Converſion, 
Chap. 11. 2, 3, 4. 


5+ By 


ANN SEG nd: cas, ect. ants. 2 Wes - Sl 


—ra>-E 


yy OT EEIOIOY 


"9 ge 
5+ By certain men from Jade 2M Obſervation of Circamci- 

fron, Alts 15.1, &C. / oo 
6. By the Athenians, concerning the Reſarreftion, Chap. 17. 16, 
, 17, totheend, | 

7. See alſo more ſpecially and fully the perfe& Account of the 

Apoſtle Paw/ himſclf, toaching the main of his aRings, As 
22. &c. to the end of the book. | 
3+ There is a cloud of Witneſſes, even of the Greek and Latin 
ancient Fathers, viz. 7#ſtine Martyr, Athenagorus,T ertwllian,&c. 
(Ic may ſeem vain to amuze the Reader with a Catalogye of their 
Names,and Titles of their Books, reſpeRing this matter,) who gave 
good Account of their Chriſtian ARings againſt Pagexy, and Here- 
ticks of various ſorts, and otherwiſe alſo, as emergent cauſe and 
occaſion called for , plentifully teſtified in their- uſeful learned 
Writings. | = 

4. In the ſeveral Centuries, when groſs-Antichriftianiſm domi- 
neered for the moſt part throughout all Exrope, then God had his 
faithful Wicnefſes notwithſtanding, who did ſubſtantially and cou- 
ragiouſly withſtand and teſtifie againſt the ſame, Apocal.11.3.. This 
is moſt ſingularly evidenced by the induſtrious .Colle&ion of the 
Magdeburg Centariſts, by Mr John Fox in his book of Martyrs, 
by the noble French Lard Philip Aforney,in his Hiſtory of the 34y- 
ftery of Tniquity, its progreſs .and oppoſition ; by Doftor Vſher, 
in his Latin .Treatiſe- » the Srate and Sncceſſion of Chriſtian 
Charches, &c. | | 

5. When our Engliſh Nation came out of Spiritual Babylon, 
the Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth, in the 
Reign of Queen El;zabeth, here was Tohn Tewel returned from 
Exile,a moſt learned and renowned Confeflor,who wrote an Aps- 
logy for .the ('hurch of . England for her forſaking Rome in the 
Point of Dottrine, Here- was allo learned and conſcientious Mr 
Thomas Cartwright, Udall, and divers others, who excellently de- 
clared and demonſtrated againſt Hierarchy, and Romiſh Swpcrt- 
ri0165 Ceremonies, in their Judicious Treaties againlt the ſame. 

6. In the beginning of K:; James his Reign in England ( ſome O- 
vertures being for the reforming of Dz/cipline and divine Service ) 
there was arguivg againſt Corruptions in Di/cipline and Worſrip 

A3 at. 


ie I 


* at the Hampton: Court-Conference 


WY 


| J, ound Dr Rizmolds, Mr 
Chadderton, and Mr Knewſtubs : And beſides that, many godly 
learned and zealous Afiniſters of Lincoln Divceſs, by theinidlves 
of Devonſvire and Cornwallzot Loxdon, and ſundry other Counties, 
each by themſelves, exhibited their ſolid Arguments againſt Epi/- 
copacy and Superſtitions Conformity , yea much was e&fRually 
pleaded in this kind by Mr Bradſeaw, Mr Sherweod, and other 
particular men. | 
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7. After this Dr Aortow becoming Prelate of Cheſter (looked © 


on for great dexterity in Popiſs Controverſies) he reſolved to try 
his ſtrength againſt the Non-Conformiſts in Cheſhire and Lanca- 
ſrire, and to this purpoſe required ſome of them (which he ſingled 
out) to propound their Arguments againſt the Croſs in Bapti/ms, 
Swarplace,and Kneeling at the Communion ; which done by them, 
and yet they in no wiſe convinced: The faid No»-Conformiſts 
(amongſt whom the now Accountant was one) were commanded 
to give him their Arguments in writing, which they alſo did; yet 
he finding his endeavor fruitleſs in Conferences openly and private- 
ly, by how much they juſtified cheir Reaſons, he then (as the event 
manifeſted) wrote a-Book in defence of thoſe three nocent Cere- 
monies : But howbeit the ſaid Now-Conformsſts conld not with 
liberty and ſafety reply unto his Books, (which otherwiſe they were 
ready unto,) yet-God raiſed. up pious and acute Dr Ames (who 
then was an Exile in the United Netherlands) to Reply unto it ; 
yea and whereas Mr Burges (a Door in Phyſick, and ſometimes 
himſclf a Nox-Conformizt,however he dcclined therefrom,through 
the enſparing Iniquity of the Times, and became a conforming Mi- 
niſter) Rejoyned-unto the Reply ; yet the ſaid Dr Ames commen- 
cedatreſh Sai againſt this Rejoynder foritheſe Ceremonies, which 
aS it is well-known was-an exceptible Service in thofe times to the 
ſuffering people of God, . although it were barked againſt by the 

Prelatical Party. | | 
8. Of late in K. Charls his Reign, ſwollen into extreain Ty- 
ranny, every one almoſt of any obfervation, may, have taken know- 
ledg of manifold notable and juſt Declarations and Remonſtraxces 
of Parliament, tending to undeceive the people ; yea and manifold 
effeAual Peritions and humble Advertiſements to ge ph wn 
rom 
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roma ety mary People zhronghont the Land,witneſfing againft 
io a mar ar -- ring and Ecclefiaſtical State, 
and ſubmiſly requeſting ing ormation, 

I X. In this preſent junfure of the perplexed ſcruples of many, 
by occaſion of the required Sab'cribing the Engagement, There are 
ſome eminent men of well guided counſels, and compoſed temper 
of their publique ſpirits, who have given forth their judicious Con- 
fiderations, endevoring meekly and leamedly to give ſatisfaRion to 
ſuchas are ſtudious to underſtand rightly in ſo grand a Cafe of Con- 
ſcience as it is pretended to be. 

X. And hence it is that the Premiſſes are effeual Motives (ſome 


- Commiſſioners having been defigned by the Supreme Power to 


take Subſcription tothe Engagement according to the At of Par- 
liament ) unto the Acconntant, having declared his ſubmiflion to 
Axthority, to dedare alſo that he aRteth according to right Reaſon 
fatisfa&ory unto himſelf, and for the —_— of others, who poſ- 
{ibly may wonder and marvel, for want of information, at ſuch his - 
compliance, - . 


. SECT. JE 
The Account it ſelf truly ſtated, andelearly explained, in its - 
genume and proper ſonce. 
T* form of Subſcription to the Engagement, ordained by the - 
AR of Parliament, is expreſſed in theſe words ; viz. I ds de- 
clave andpromeſe, that I will be true and faithful to the Common- - 
wea!th of England, as it is now eftabliſhed without a King, or 


Hauſe of Lords, Howbeit it mult needs be acknowledged, that 
this formof words hath a moſt eafic and clear ſence to ariy ordinary 


- capacity, "ſo asno doubt nor ſcruple can be contained in it: Yer - 


notwithſtanding, for our better _—_— and improvement of the 
certain and unqueſtionable meaning of it unto an effeRual demon- - 


ſtrationof its lawfalnefs and expediency , The Contents: thereof 
(hallbe reſolved into the four partsor branches, which are obviouſ- 
ly, remarkable, and each of them explained and conſidered by them- - 
{elves ; viz. V1 | gl 


1,The - 


r. The particular condition of the perſon concerned and eri- 


gaged. 
2. The Ac of ſubſcribing in the peculiar nature thereof, 
3. The objeR of this peculiar AR. 


4. The modification and reſtrition of the obje& in ics limits = 


and bounds. : 
WY HO of the Parts 7 Branches, —— 

I. The condition of the perſon ing,[ 7, | An Engli rn 
SubjeR, receiving benefit and males any es —_ Com- 
monwealth, as it is now eſtabliſhed, in the exerciſe of Chriſtiasi- 
ty, and of my particular Calling unto the Miniſtry of the GoSþel in 
a Paſtoral charge. 

Note. { That which isſaid touching the condition of the parti- 
culzr perſon in his Calling and Capacity ſpecified, hath the ſame 
ſence (mutati mutandis j reſpeRing all ſorts of perſons concerned 
in the Engagement, of what Calling, ſtate, degree, and condition 


ſoever; whether they be Noblemen, Gentlemen, or Commons ; 


whethcr they be ſubordinate Magiſtrates, Judges, Juſtices, Majors, 
Sheriffs, Bayliffs, or Conſtables ; whether they be Lawyers, Phyſi- 
cians, Miniſters, Schoolmaſters, Souldiers, Merchants, Mariners, 
Tradeſmen, Husbandmen, or Artificers ; and whether their habita- 
cions are in Cities, Towns, or Villages, or whether of any other 
Province comprehended under the ſame o——_—} 

IT. The Akof ſubſcribing in the peculiar nature of it, is in this 
expreſſion ; [1 do Declare and Promiſe, that 1 will be true and 
faithful to &c. Expla. The nature and ſum of this AR conſiſteth 
in.che exerciſing of truth and faichfulneſs, and approving ones ſelf 
therein as occafion offereth; . in no wiſe giving way to an ating of 
falſhood and Treachery againſt the Commonwealth ; nor to an op- 
poſing or undermining the Peace of the Engliſh Nation under the 
preſent Government by any means ; nor to a contriving or prati- 
fing direRly or indireRily any thing to the diſturbance thereof : For 
to this effe& the very —_—_ of the AR of Parliament for ſub- 
ſcribing the Engagement, hinteth the ſence. Yid. ibia, And the 
Law-givers Fo”. are their own beſt Interpreters. = 

ITI. The ObjeRof the Akof declaring and promiſing to be 
erue and faithful, is, as it is expreſſed, [| The Commonwealth of 

England 


| 
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1 England.) Exple. Tovching this branch, it may be obſerved © 
} for che better underſianding of it, God that made the world, 

5 and hath made of one blood all Nations of men to dwell 

{ on the face of the-cearth, and hath dererminted all che times- 
before appoined, and the bounds of their habitation, ſee eL@., 
17.24.26. h& hath ſo ordered; and brought to paſſe, according 
eo the counſell of his own will, Eph. 1.11. that even Engliſh- 
men for many generations, have as a Nation lived Nationally 
in England, and been combined in a politike Body, or Com» 

| mon wealth, according to the Rights and Cuſtomes of this 

{ Nation, choſen and conſented unto by the people hereof : 
4 Thus is the Common-wcalth of England to be eltimared, 

| I V. The Modification and Reſtriction of the obj. of the 
AQ of ſubſcribing, is limited and bounded in this expreſſion, 
[es the ( ommon- wealth of England i now eftabliſhed withont 
a King and Houſe of Lords. |] Expla. Concerning this laſt branch 
it may be obſerved, that the Common-wealth of England is 
now eſtabliſhed wirhour a King, and Houſe of Lords , accor- _ 
ding to a Dcclaration of the Parliament, intituled, «A Declas 
ration of the Parliament of England, expreſſing the grounas of 
their late proceedings, and of ſetling the preſent Government us.. 


the way of a free State: This was Ordered, March 17. 1648. Sn, 


by the Commons in Parliament afſembled, to be printed and 
publiſhed. And thus much briefly and perſpicuoufly for 
the ſumme, and parts, and ſenſe of the forme of the En- 
gagement. . = 


SECT. III. 


T JD aſſerting and juſtifying the faithſulneſſe and conſciona- 


bleneſſe of Engagement. 


F- LREASON, 
Bas ſach ſubſcribed Engagement is agreeable to the 


law of nature and Nations revealed itt the holy Scripenanh, — — 


diQarcd and inſpired by.the Spirit of the God of Nature an 


+ 


. Nations, whois Our King and. WH" Iſai.33.22. even the 
| one. 


- 


- TO-1.. 
one onely Law-giver, who is able ro ſave and to: deſtroy; ſee 
7am. 4.12, compared with 2 Tim.3.16. &rgo, It may and ought 
\ to be ſubſcribed : This Reaſon ſhall be evidenced and illaſtra- 
ted according to the foure- branches and parts obſerved in the 
Forme of Engagement. | 

I. Thecondition of the perſon ſubſcribing, even one who 
is a SubjeRt under this eſtabliſhed preſent Government of the 
Common-wealth of England, and receivcth benefit and pro- 
tetion from the ſame, giveth good evidence and illuſtration 
to this firſt Reaſon: For it is both lawfull and requiſite that 
any perſon, who is a Subje under any ſupreme power what- 
ſoever, of what kind ſoever the power is, ' whether it be Mo» 
narchicall, Ariſtocraticall, or Democraticall, and of what Na- 
tion ſoevyer the perſon and ſubje& is, it is neceflary, I ſay, that 
ſuch ſubjet perſon be true and faithfull ro ſuch Supreme 
Power. This is demonſtrable by an Inducion of particular in- 
{tances, viz. | | 

r. 7o/eph the ſon of the Patriark Tacob, an Hebrew fearing 
God, he by occaſion living in Egypr, ( having been fold thi- 
ther) did not onely accept imployment under the Supreme 
Power there, but alſo was true and faithfall thereunto, yea, 
though Egypt was an houſe of bondage unto the Iſraelites, 
ſee Gen.41, &C. 

2. Mordecas, a truly religious Jew of the children of the 
captivity, did witnefle his truth and faithfulnefle unto the Per- 
ſian Monarchy, by his ingenuous diſcovery of the treaſonable 
and murderous gdeſigne of Bigthan and Tereſh, two of the Kings 
Chamberlains againſt King Aheſywerns,reigning in Perſia at that 
time; fee Eſther 2.21,22, 

3. Nehemiah, an eminent ſervant of God,ſferved Artaxerxds 
the King of Pcrlia, and was true and faithfull unto the ſupreme 


Power, both in ſubmittivg unto,and obſerving of his direions 


and appointment ; ſee Neh.2.6.& cap.13:6. 

4. Our bleſked Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in the dayes of his fleſh 
here on earth, declared his mind touching faithfulnefſe to 
T iberins Ceſar,the Romane Emperor, being at that time ſa- 
preme Commander .over the Jewiſh Nation, fo far as did con- 
Cern. 
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fe. "my | 
cern that his ſupreme power, whatever difficulties and confuſt- 
} onstheJewiſh Nation was involved into in theſe daies;ſee ar. 
1 22.19,20,21, 


ſ— 5- The holy Apoſtle Paxl approving his Apoſtleſhip to the 
g { Gentiles, as became him, inſtru&-th the Chriſtians at Rome to 
il ſubmic faithfully and conſcientiouſly to the preſent ſupreme 
" power there, though the Emperors in thoſe times were mon- 
- {trous - bloody uſurping Emperors; ſee Row. 13. 1, 2, 3, 
4y 5z C, 
= 6. The great Apoſtle Peter ſaw juſt cauſe that the brethren 
A of the diſperſion throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, A- 
- J fia and Bythinia , ſhould ſubmit themſelves unto the preſent 
+ j} powerthey were under in thoſe ſeverall Territories, what ever 
+ { the power was for its kind; and this for the arguing their faith- 
"tp fulnefſe unto thoſe Powers, and their Chriſtian faichfulneſſe in 
ſo doing; ſee 1 Pet.2.13,14,15,16,17, 4 
| Theſe inſtances may beyond all exception, vindicate the per- [Wor 
> J% ſon who is an Engliſh SubjeA, and hath his ſubſiſtence and <L, © 
> { liv:lihoodin Evgland, for his ingaging unto the now eſta- Fs 
” #5 bliſhed Common-wealth of England, the tie of this relation © 


| being more naturall and fundamentall then thoſe before men- 
* 7] tioned: Hereunto might be added, of how good report it is, 
| (Phi1ip.4.8,) that in caſe ary priſoners amongſt us have liberty 
to go abroad, upon their parole, and ifgaging themſelves to 
{ their Goalers and Keepers to faithfalneſle; that they approve 
themſelves unto them therein ; how much more in the caſe 
' {| inhand? - : 8 
=y 2. The ſecond branchin the form of Engagement, is the #- 7 .* 
1 Aqof ſubſcribing in its peculiar nature, and ir is exprefſed in ** - 

| 5 theſe words,['/ declare,and promiſe tobe true and faithful tor, ] © 

- 3 Now this peculiar AR doth afford another ground to argue - = 


%. £ - 
—» Ja. it 


] the reaſonablenefle - of the Engagement, according to _ 
] Scriptnrall Reaſon: Sith truth and faithfulnefle in any perſons _ 
7. in any concernments,doth hear well on all hands,as on the cou- = 


i trary, falſhood and trechery doth/hear il]. This may be mani- 
+ feſtedandevinced in theſe enſuing aſſertions. 

F 1 God himſelf is glorified by his Atcribute of faithfulneſſe, a 
| Dent.7.9.Pſal.36.5. B 2 2. Chriſt 


| =: f2 ' . 
2; Chriſt Nileth nw, +. faithfull and true witneffe, 
 Fpoecal.3.14. ; 

3. Gods gracious reſpeR is unto faithfull ones, Heb. 3. 2. 5. 
at 2521.23; 

4. Faithfulnefle is a character of approved ones: See in- 
ſtances, viz. * ks | 

7. A faithfull mari fearing God above many , Neh- 


7. 2 
2. A faithfull Prieſt, doing according to Gods: heart, 
I Sam.3:35, , 40 P 
3. Faithfull with- the Saints, ruling with God, Hof. 
13. ditto]. - 
4. A faithfull Ambaſſador is health, Prov.13. 17. 
$. It is required of Stewards to-be found fairbfull, 
I ( 9r.4+2. 
6. A faichfull and wiſe ſervant, Mat.24.45. 
7. A faithfull Martyr, eFpocal.2. 13. &Cc. 
5. Falſhood and unfaithfulnefſe is a character of the wicked, 
P/al.5.9.as being, h | 
I. Prohibited, Exod:23.7: 
2. Reproved, P/al.1 20.3. 
3. Puniſhable, Dexr.19.18,19.8&c. 
Theſe particular affertions being duly weighed, are grounds 
and morives to attraft and perſwade evermpre to at truly and 
faithfully, as-the nature of che objeR doth alſo further require, 
nextly to be inſiſted on. | 
3- The obje of the. AR of ſubſcribing the Engagement, 
doth give yet further ground of evidence and confirmation 
of the firſt Scripturall Reaſon, viz. [I declare and promiſe ra 
be true and faithfull 2othe Common wealth of England. ] Sith. 
the Common wealth of England is the lame Common-wealth 
that it hath been for very many ages and generations ſuccef- 
Grely ; as it mayappeare divers wayes. 
'1. Itisof the ſame Englifh language, and native Mother 
tongue. | 
3. It is the ſame Continent, and hath the ſame borders- and 
bounds. Z 


3.It 


3. It hath the ſame greac Cotes of its Laws {| Magna 
Charta. ] .. 
4. It aReth inthe doing of Juſtice and Judgment in the 
fame way of open Courts at Wellmiaſter, and in the ſeveral 
Counties of the Nation art Aflizes, and Seſſions, and inferior 
Judicatories; and theſe traniaftions are managed by the learned 
Judges, Juſtices-of Peace, Stewards, Furics, and Witneſles,&c, 

42S hath been antiently accuſtoined, 

5.. It profeſſeth and eſtabl.ſh-th the true Chriſtian Religion, 
according to the ſacred Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
menc. | 

6, And principally it enzAteth Lawes by Parliamentary Pow- 
er,and it onely, enacting ſome new Laws, and repcaling ſome 
old Lawes, (pro re nate) as occaſion and cauſe requireth, and 
as it hath been wont co do: And herein the very form of the 
Commonwealth conſiſts.. | 

Yea, and howbeir, there have been and are various conditi- 
ons of perſons, and alſo of wayes of governing by Britains, 
Saxons, Danes, and Normans, both in Civill and Eccleſiaſticall 
Aﬀairs unto this day,refiningand reforming Laws and Govern- 
ment as need hath required ; yet none of theſe variations may 
be ſaid to abrogate or diſanull the identity of the Common- 
wealth of England. It is true indeed, that as in ſome part here- 
tofore, ſoin the later times very much that was amiſſe hath 
been amended not only in the expulſion of Antichriſt in the _ 
branch in Queen Elizabeths time, bnt alſo in the root by this . 
preſent Parliament, as a)ſo, much good hath been by the Par- 
liament, in ſupprefling of arbitrary power, taking away the 
High Commiſſion Court, Star. Chamber, Hierarchic, and ſaper- 
ſticious monuments of Popiſh Idolatry, &c. bur yet notwith-. 
ſtanding it is the ſame Common-wealth ſtill, yea, and Engliſh 
blood and ſpirits are yet remaining amongſt us. ' 

It is in great part with us in England, as ic was with the 
Commonwealth of Iſrae], Chronichled in the Canonicall Scrip- 
tures of the Oid Teſtament, viz. They were the ſame Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, from their firſt eſtabliſhment to be a National 


Commonwealth.in Sinai, £xed.19. 1, &c, untill the utter yer 
| 0 
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of their Commonwealth, fore-rold and prophecied of by our 
Saviour Chriſt, Afat.24. and afterwards effeted by YVeſbafan, 
the Roman Emperor, as may be ſeen in theſe inſtances : 

7. They were all along of the ſame Hebrew language. 

2. They had the ſame great Charter of Afofes Lawes both 
for Civill and Church Aﬀairs. - 

3- They had the ſame borders and bounds ſtill reckoned on, 
albeit ſometimes.more or lefſe extended or reſtrained. 

4. They reformed amiſſes both in Church and State (as their 
condition did admit) as occafion was, and their hearts bent 
thereto. * 0 

5. And although they had alſo ſundry conditions of perſons 
and wayes of governing, namely, 

I. In the Wilderneſfle by the hands of Xofes and Aaroy; ſee 
P/al.77.20. | | 

2. In Canaan by Judges 450.years ; ſee A. 13.20. 

3. By Kings afterwards till the captivity, and theſe variouſly 


obtaining their regality; ſce Books of Samel, Kings and Chro- 


nocles. | | | 

4. By variouſly conditioned men after the captivity neere 
; 500, yeare, &c, and yet from Moſes to Herod they were the 
Commonwealth of Iſracl; ſee Lake 1.5.---68, (+ cap.2.25. 

Theſe inſtances being duly obſerved, there is juſt cauſe that 
Engliſh Patriots in their love and zeal of their native Country, 
ſhould thew themſelves to be true and faithfull ro the Com- 
monwealth of England, in whoſe hands ſoever the Govern- 
ment is eſtabliſhed; and this the rather, becauſe'true Iſraclices 
indeed in whoſe ſpirits was no guile, (ſee ohn 1.47.) were 
' Wont to be faithfull in their dayes to ſuch their Common- 
wealth. Let ſome inſtances of a few ſuch Worthies of the 
Lords be remembred alſo herein, who did demean themſclyes 
faithfully as preſent ſtate required. 

I. /oſpa and (aleb incouraging the Iſraelites in the Wil- 
derneſſe, when many others diſcouraged them ; ſee Numb. 
14. 6,7» 
©" '2- Congregation of Iſrael, when there was no King in If- 
rac], og occaſion af the horrid diſtemper mentioned, 7xdg. 25: 
1.&C. | 3. David 


Res bs 2. Es —_— 
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Gra. et FO 
3. Davida privite man, when Goliah defied the Hoſtf 
Iſrael, x Sam. 17432» ; 
4 Huſhai the Archite ating faithfully in the time of 44- 
ſolons unnaturall rebellion, 2 Sam.15.32. 
5.. Obediah in the time of fezabels perſecuting malignity, 
1 King-18.3,4. . | 
6. Jchonadab the ſon of Rechab adhering to Jebs, 2 Kings 
IO. 15. 
7. Shecaniah ſtirring up Ezra to aQt in perplexed times, 
Ezra 102,3. 

Certainly ſuch examples ought to be preſidents unto the peo. 
ple of God in England, to aRtas ſuch faithfull ſervants of God 
did aFin their-generations. | 

4. Laftly, the modification and reſtriction of the objec, viz: 
['T he Common-wealth of England, as it 1s now eſtabliſhed without 
a King and Houſe of Lords, | being compared with ſuch Texts 
of Scripture, as by juft conſequence are to be made uſe of, will 
ſtrongly argue its eſtabliſhment to be agreeable to the mind of 
God the Law-giver; ſo as therefore there is good. realon for 
ſubſcribing the Engagement : For this purpoſe let theſe three 
aſſertions implicd in this modification of objeA, be weil con- 
ſidered. | Se 

I. The Common-wealth of England, as it-is now eltablith- 


ed without a King and Houſe of Lords, is ſo eftabliſhed by the 


Parliament. 

2. The Parliament-that hath declared and ſerled the Com- 
mon-wealth of England in a free State without a King and 
Houſe of Lords, is the Soveraign Power in England. 

3. There is no juſt cauſe of refuſing to ſubſcribe the Engage- 
ment, becauſe of Common-wealths cſtabliſhment 'without a 
King and Houſe of Lords, 

I eAſſrtion, The firſt of theſe Aﬀertions may be ma- 
nifeſted by the Parliaments Declaration , CAldarch 17. 1648. 
expreſſing the grounds of their proceedings , &c. of ſet- 
ling the preſent Government in the way of a free State : The 
Parliament Declaration containeth four remarkable Cauſes of 
ſuch their proceedings, and ſerling the Government, to be 
viewed ina ſhort Synoplis, viz. I Cavſe. 
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I. Caſe. The firſt cauſe was in reſpe& 6f. Kingly Govern- 


ment, (ſet up in our Nation by the agreement of the people for 
their proteRion and better government,. according to ſuch 
Laws as they conſented unto) which is taken away for theſe. 
Reaſons, RE We 

1. Reaſon. Kingly Power was perverted by moſt of the Tru- 
ſees, and moſt nocoriouſly by the late King, who by many de- 
grecs exceeded the reſt, Such his vile miſcarriage is exemplified 
in the Parliament Declaration, by about fifty undeniablepreg- 
nant inſtances, needlefſe to inſert. It were good that every 
Engliſh Patriot had the Declaration by him in theſe confuſed 
times to peruſe frequently. 

2. Reaſon. The Kings two eldeſt Sonnes appeared in aQuall 
arms againſt the Parliament, ſo as no hope of future ſecurity 
could be expeRed unto the Nation from them. 

3. Reaſon. There is elder right of ſupreme power in the peo- 
ple of the Land, then was in che Kings children. = 

4.Reaſon. If any Right or Title beioriged to the Kings eldeſt 
ſonne, the ſame is forfeired by the Fathers treaſonable AR; as 
in other caſes, even in offices of Inheritance, it is wont, 

5. Reaſon, The Kings younger children equally forfeited up- 


.- on the ſame account. 


6. Reaſon. It is in the ſame power ard 2uthoriry which at 
firſt ereed' a King for common good, ard afterwards tinderh 
him to pervert hi: King(hip to common evi!l; it is in their pow= 


er, whether they will continue his Kingly power, or change it 


to a better. | 

7. Reaſon, God hath ſpecially bleſſed free States, who for- 
merly were oppreſled by tyranny, as is ſeen in united Nether- 
lands, and others. 

8. Reaſon. There are manifold commodious advantages to 
people in Free- States:Manifeld oppreſſions and dammages are 
under Monarchy: Vaſt expenſe is wont to be by Court luxury _ 
and prodigalicy.Profuſe Donations and peuſions for the promo« 
ting Tyranny; yea, and the Court (being the nurſery of vices, 
and corrupter of hopeful branches of noblc Families)prevented 
in a Free State, Sec Declarat, | 

2. aviſes 


yy 
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2:Canſe,The ſecond cauſe © 
on in the Declaration, reſpeteth the taking away of the Houſe 
8 of Lords, for juſt reaſons, viz. + | 
>. | — T:Re4/on. The Lordsfate in an houſe by themſelves, and-did 
nogrepreſent the people, andtherefore might be well fpared. 
? K-24 RI They exerciſed a negative Vore,tending to obſtru&k 
; much, ; | 
| 3. Reaſon. They exerciſed a juridicall power over the per- 
ſons, and eſtates of all the Commons, whereof they were not 
competent Judges, | | 

4. Reaſon, Their power did ſpecially depend on the abſolute- 
nefſe of the King. | % 

5- Raſen. The Common-Wealth could not well beare-their 
delaicsia times of exigency, 

6, Liberty is left to ſuch Lords, who have been , and ſhall be 
found faithfull, tro chooſe, and to be choſen Repreſentatives, as 
other competent perſons have their right unto. See Declarar. 

3. { «uſe. Thirdly, the Parliament giveth ſatisfaftory anſwers 
to the obvious main objeions againit their proceedings, viz 
Anticipat. ; | 

1, It was intended, as it was declared April 1646. for gover- 
ning the Nation by King,Lords and Commons, in a confidence 
that the King and Pcers would have applied themſelves, as had 

* been meet; but they wholly and obſtinately failing therein, and 
there being no ſtipulation on both ſides, it could not be eſtee- 
med a contra; fo that the Commons did. moſt juſtly after 
their intentions. __ 

2- Although ſome Members of the Houſe of Commons had 
ſome force on them (it havinggt anytime rarely happened in 
times of Parliament, but ſome force more or lefle hath been cx- 
erciſed againſt them, or ſome of them, and they eſteemed to be 
Parliament fer all this) yet no breach of Priviledge can be char- 
ged upon the remaining part in the Honſe,which remaining part 
did farre exceed ſuch authorized number, who do make an 
Houſe beyond all exception, + * | 

3- The Parliament hath declared that the Fundamentall Laws 
of the Nation are to be continued, ly alſo.-Courts of J __ 
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[18]. a | 
and Fudicature in a due wal 2 Declaration. | 

4 Canſe. Laſtly, the Parliaments Declaration ſheweth their 
juſt and well-grounded ends in the eſtabliſhing che Common- 
wealth, as now it is without King and Lords: Let-the Declara- 
tion it ſelf be exactly skanned in its full and «ff. Ruall exprefii- 
ons, and it may appcearc it was noc force on ſome withont the 
Parliament doers,but the force of right reaſon on the Members 
within the Houſe, which hath f6 declared : How forcible are 
right words ? See Tob 6.25. 

II. eAſertion. The ſecond Aﬀertion touching the Soveraign 
Power of the Engliſh Parhament 1s taken for granted', not on- 
Iy by the Parliamenc chemlelves, groundedly demonſtrated in 
their Declaration above mentioned in the firlt Aﬀertion, and 
likewiſe in their exerciſe of ſupreme power in iſſuing.out 
Commiſſions both ro ſubordinate Magi'tcates for the deing of 
juſtice, and to the Souldiery for defenſive and offenſive warres; 
bur aifo it is taken for granted by others, rationall men in the 
Common-wealth, who have acd by their Commiſſions ; and 
this from year to year of late whilcit the King lived, as well as 
this preſent year, 1649. yea, and there are many who.have pub- 
Iiſhed:their midds touching this matter + This hath been done 
by Mr.Pry»n (thongh now an adverfary hereunto) in fonre 
voluminous parts of one of his books, with .a large Appendix 
thereunto, intituled , ' The Soveraigne Power of Parliaments, 
Whither che Reader may be referred: only I doe obſerve herea- 
bours, Thit Go4 the-onely Law-giver, and Soveraign King 
of Kings, and all iupreme powers, having been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to preſerve-unto us in Eogland the ſubſtance of our Com- 
mon-wealth hitherto, ſurely k&harh appointed and continued 
unto us the Law of Nature, contained in'the Decalogue tobe 
our rute of life in our -ſeverall capacities of infertority and 
ſuperiorivy, whether ſupreme or ſabordinate, as well in Civill 
Government, asin' Church aad Family; yea, to havea'Magiltra- 
cy to be keepers of: both-the Tables ; ſce Rows.13.4- compared 
with Exo4.19.6, & cap.20.1.& 12. And therefore our 'tranf. 
aRions in England touching our Lawes, and che :exccuting of 
them, areby lawfall commultioned 'perfons:of feverall torts 
F TE. (otherwiſe 
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(otherwiſe the Law of Nature ſeemeth tofail ) and ſo- conſe- 
quently are lawfully adminiſtred by them. Oh That all men 
fearing God amongſt us, ſpecially tuch as have complied with 
the Parliament, after the King his leaving the Houſe, and with- 
drawing from it, wou'd conſider ſoberly and ſeriouſly hereof, 
and ſo take heed of daring to think, or ſpeak , or ac againſt 
thok in Anthoriry, leſt they do incurre Gods fierce dilplea- 
ſure : See Numb. 12. cap. 2 Pet.2.10. Pſal.2.12. It ts hard far 
any to kick, ag af»ſt the pricks,eAtts 9.5.axd torefiit the Ordinance 
of Go1, Rom.1 3-2, | 
IlI.eAfertiov. The third Aﬀertion, That there is no juſt 


cauſe of refuſingto ſubſeribe the Engigemear,in regard of the 


preſent eſtabliſhment of the Common-wealth of England, 
wichouta King and Houſe of Lords. It may be argued, as 0+ 
therwiſe, ſo fromthe rule of our own practice, who doe pro- 
feſſe our due reſpeRs to Parliaments, vis. 

I. It was not taken to be prejudicizll, for dangerous to the 
Priviledges of Parliament, that the Lords ſpirituall ( as they 
were ſtiled) were caſhiered and expelled our of the Houſe of 
Lords, albeit they had been cail-d by Writ, and had formerly 
and very antiently been eſteemed and reputed Members of that 
Houſe. ; 
2. It did not infringe the nature and being of the Parliament, 
that the King after a time with-drew himlelf cotally from the 
Houſe, " | 
3. The Parliament did retain its perfe&t conſtitution and be. 
ing when very many, yea, moſt of the Lords, and when very 
many of the Commons with-drew themſclves, pretending to 
be a Parliament at Oxford, fith a competent number remained 
{till in the Houſe. : 

4; Itis alledged out of approved Antiquaries, that in caſe 
all the Lords after a due Summons ſhould fail to appeare and 


fit in the Houſe, that their totall abſence doth nor, nor cannot - - 


hinder or oullifie the due Parliamentary proceedings, , whereas 
it is deſtruRive to the being of the Parliament, if a compe- 
tent number of Commons conſtiruted ro make up an” Houſe, 
be abſent, ſith the Commons are the Repreſentatives of the 

| | | C2 people; 
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5. Itis reſolved and declared by the Parliament, that the 
King had not a negative Vote. | 


of Parliament, Part 1.P ag. 


Theſe five particular inftances being duely marked, rogether- 
with that which the Parliament hath declared, Afarch 17: 1648. | | 
as above, may abundantly convince,that according to this third 


Aſertion, there is no cauſe of juſt refuſall ro ſubſcribe the En- 
agement tothe Common-wealth of England,*as it is now e- 
Nabliſhed : And ſo the firſt Argument juſtifying the faithful- 
neſſe and conſcionablenefle of che ſubſcriprign, is fully con- 
cluded. 
N.RzEtASON, 

Becauſe ſubſcribing the Engigement hath its due conſiſtency 
and agreement with the main'ſ{cope and. intention of former 
Oarhs, Proteſtations, and Covenants prz-ingaged in nationally 
- unto the ſupreme Power of England, approved moſtly on all 
hands; ſo that as#ight reaſon did then require the taking of 
them in their juſt ſenſe, ſo doth the ſame reaſon now require to- 
take the Engagement. 

For the more cftcuall arguing the caſe by this reaſon, theſe 
Concluſions are to be opened and conſidered, viz. 

1 (oncluſion. It is preſumed and taken for granted, that the 
Oaths of We 7 Allegiance, the Protcſtations and fo- 
. Jemn Covenants were made of lawfull things lawfully, and in 
the Lord, according to the ſicred ard divine Rule, Thos foale 
{weare the Lord liveth, iw Truth, in 7 agement, and in Righteouſ- 
neſſe, Ter.4.2. For otherwiſe there is an undoubred nullity of 
them, ipſs fatto, ith no man ought to perform what is irratio- 
nally ſworn, ard is in it ſelf unrighteous and unJawfull. Of this 
ſinfull nature have been the unlawjull and unrighteous Oaths 
and Subſcriptions of many, many Miniſters in this Land in the 
times of prevailing Epiſcopacy, and ſuperſtitious conformity; 
for which things ſake the Land mourneth, Jer.23.10.And there- 
fore the ſwearers of Canonicall obedience of the e+c. Oath, 
and the Subſcribers, willingly (& ex animo) to the Articles by 
Cannon xcquired to be ſubſcribed unto, have cauſe to ſet-them- 
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tance not to be repented of, which wil produce the effefts of 
' godly ſorrow mentioned, 2 Cor.7.1t. for otherwiſe the. Lerd 

willnot hold them guiltleſie that have taken his name in yain, 

Exod. 20. 7. YTE =. 

2, Concluſion. The main and chief ſcope and end of the oaths: 
of Fupremacy and Allegiance formerly; and of the Proteſtation 
and Covenant lately, and likewiſe of the Engagement at-the 
preſent was, and is the juft ſafety and preſervation of the Com- 

- mon-wealth of England, againſt illegall and violent uſurpati- 
onsand attempts, whether of Forreiners or Natives, of any ſort 
and condition of perſons in what kind or notion ſoever, as 
may appear by the Statutes, Acts, Declarations, and orders of 
thoſe in Supreme Authority, that have required the people of 
the Land ro-ſubmit unto the taking and ſubſcribing of them. 

3. Concluſion. It is taken for granted that the Parliament Par- 
ty who ordered the Proteſtatiou ficit, and the Covenant after- 
wards to be taken, did apprehend and judge that the ſaid Prote- 
ſtation and Covenant, did not contradict the Oath of Supre- 
macy and Allegiance; neither yer did the Covenantiers under- 
ſtand any contrarinefle therein (howeyer the Malignant Cava- 
liers and Royaliſts might poſſibly think otherwiſe ) but rather 
that there was x legall conſiftency and agreement in their ſenſe. 
and meaning; inaſmuch as at the ſame time, when occaſion re- 
quired, there"wasa taking of the Oaths of'Supremacy and Alle- 
giance,notwithſtanding the taking of che Covenantas it is well 


known. For it was not the perſon of Charles Stuart that was +» 
ſworn unte, bur his Kingly legal Office,to be adminiſtred by him 


according to Lawfor the ſafety of the people;Becauſe any mans 
perſon (and therefore the Kings alſo) being ſubjero ſuch oc- 
cafionall accidents and incident condition , as may juſtly disfit 
and diſable not only for governing; but alſo from being preſer- 
red alive ; there is therefore no jult reaſon of ſwearing fealty 
ſimply & abſolutely,but in the Lord only, & according to Law. 
Now there is the fame reaſon of legall conſiſtency and agree- 
ment with the Engagement, and with the Proteſtation and Co- 


yenant,as there was of the conſiſtency and agreement of the 
| | | : Prote- 


ſelves to ſorrow godly , ſo as they may evidencetheir repen- 


%a 


Proteftation-and Covenant; wich the Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance. And albeit ſeverall ſorts of perſons exerciſed the 
' ſupreme power at feverall times, viz. The King before the Par- 
liament was called, The King, Lords and Commons a ſpace to- 
gether after the firſt (itting of the Parliament; The Commons a 
lone at the preſent, yer notwithſtanding the fafery of the Com- 
mon-wealth was all along propounded, and to be proſecuted, 
and ſtill is. 

4. Concluſion, Every lawfull Oath, Proteſtation, Coyenant , 
and Engagement, are undoubtedly facred Obligations, and 
ought to be kept and preſerved invioſably. For ſo God 1.Com- 
mandeth, Levit.19.12. 2-Approveth,P/al.15.4. 3.Threatneth o- 
therwiſe, E-x04.20.7, 4-Yea and puniſheth breaches when it is 
otherwiſe, 2 Chron.36.13. Ezck.17.15. &c, whence it follows- 
eth, that Oaths of Supremacy and Allegtance; yea, and the Pro- 
teſtation and the Covenant formerly taken , have in the maine 
ſcope and end of them, an obligatory force ſtill, even the ſafe- 
ty of the Common-wealth, as hath been already declared. 


conſ1 
Allegiance, and alſo with the Proteftation and Covenant) doth 
engage to perform and fulfill, what in the main of the ſaid 
Oachs, Proteſtation and Covenant was engaged ; even the ap-= 
proving truth and faithfulneſſe tothe Common- wealth, where- 
as refuſing to ſubſcribe the Engagement argueth a breach , at 
leaſt a diſpoſition unto the breach of thoſe Oaths, Prote ſtati- 
on and Covenant. 

Theſe five Concluſions, as they have been Jaid open, are a 
ſufficient way and-means of making good. our ſecond reaſon. 
Let us have grace whereby we may ſerve the'kord acceprably , 
with reverence and god:y fear. For our God is a conſuming fire, 
Heh.1 2.28,39. | 


MIL. REASON, " 

Becauſe the profit and adyantage of ſubſcribihg the Engage 
ment, may moſt prebably by Gods bleſſing,be much every way. 
Sec this in ſome 1nſtances, 


I, Preven- 


$ [4 oucleſion. Subſcribing the Engagement (having it's legall 
ency and agreement with former Oaths of Supremacy and . 
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1.Preventi6n of the ; nc Comman-wealch , which 
may be occaſioned and cauſed through diſagreement and di- 
ſtance in Point of jult and requiſice compliances. For when a 
Kingdome is divided againit ic ſelf, it is brought co defolation, 
and every Ciry or houſe divided agaiaft it ſcl1F ſhall nor ſtand. 
See Mat: 12.25. It is a token, of Gods great controverlie, when 
he ſetteth Egyptians againft Egyprians, to fight every one a- 
]9ainſt his brother. and every one againſt his neighbour, City a* 
SKainſt City, and Kingdome againſt Kiongdome. Sce 1/2. 19. 2. It 
was a ditticalt and perplexed ſtate of rimes ina the Commons 
wealth of 1ſrael, when ctvill warres were betwixt David and 
the houſe of. Sawl, 2 Sam.2.& 3.cap.butbeitered & more happy 
when matters were compoſed and a league made, 2 Sanm.5.1,2, 
3. And ſo it was ati exceeding diltempered ſtate of times of late 
m England for ſome years together , when their juſt Libertics 
were endeavoured by the Paritament and their Forces ( prote- 
ſting and covenanting thereunto)that then others of the Natt+ 
on were upin arms for cyranny, and proteſted for it. Bur the 
molt infinicely wiſe and gracious God, having now been plea» 
ſedto grant deliverance from Tyranny unto the Nation, by-t he 


| Parliament and their Forces, why ſhould not people .come in 


and engage together, as did the Ifraclites above mentioned , 
2 Sans.5.1,2,3. Oh that we of this Nation were aff:zRed as David 
was (moſt probably on that occaſion) to ſay or ſing heartily , 
Pſal.1 33.1. Behold how good and how pleaſant is is for brethren ta 
awell together in unit)! &c. | 

2: Setled peace and proſperity ( which religiouſly affeRted 
Commdn-wcalchs-men ought-to pray and ſeck for. See Pal. 
I 22.6,7,8.) 15 likeſt to be cttzRed and promoted in the Com- 
mon-wealth (as otherwiſe;ſo) by mucuall engaging to be true 
and faithfull chereunto:For hence good and ſpeciall incourage- 
ment may be to the inhabitants to exerciſe husbandry , trade , 
merchandize, building, planting, &c. there being in ſuch caſe 
oportunity to live quictly and peaceably without any diſtur- 
bance, and to enjoy the adminiſtration of Juſtice and Judge- 
ment, as occalion ſhall require, even as.it fared with the flourt- 
ihing Common-wealth of Iſracl, at ſuch times when they "_ 

"_ þ 
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reft in the dayes of the Judges, zIbcit they rhen had "ho King : 
ſee Iudp.z-11.30, | 
3- Welfare of Church ſtate (which conſiſteth ſingnlarly in 

ſpeciall united combinations of ſingle Congregations in their 

Presbyteries, and of Presbyteries combined in Synods, leſſer or 

| \ greater; ſee Ads 2. 47. Mat,18.17. 1 T3m.4.14. eAs 15.2.4, 

| G. &c. ) ſhall be notably and effeually accompliſhed by ſuch 

Engagement : For thereby ſuch as are Chyych-Officers, and 

likewiſe ſuch as are Church-members, ſhall be diſpoſed in their 

ſpirits, and compoſed in their minds and hearts, to thinke and 

at humbly and ſoberly, as becometh members of the myſticall 

 Y body, whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the head ; ſee Rows, 13. 3,4, 5, 6. 

b I Cor.1.10. whereas when diviſions do take place, then unavoi- 
dable offences and ſcandalls are occafioned,to the Chur.hes ve- 
ry great damage, Rom.16.17. Alas, alas! how can it be much cx- 
peRed,thatPresbytery (hal be generally ſerled throughout Eng- 
land, when ſo many as do pretend to affeR and deſire ic,are not 
only contrary minded to their brethren, who ſhould combine 
together in ſeverall- aſſociations, but do alſo walk contrary 'to 
the ſupreme power, who arc the Churches nucling Fathers, and ' 
to whom it belongeth to eſtabliſh and patronize Church Go» 
vernment; ſee Royp.13.4. - 

4. Silencing the mouthes of ignorant and fooliſh prophane 
men(who are corruprt,and forward co be clamorouſly calkacive, 
and babbling againſt che wayes of God aid his people ; ſee 

Prov.9.13. but it is Gods will, that by a due Chriſtian doing 
their ignorance and folly ſhould be ſtopped, £ Pet. 2. 15.) ſhall 
be commodiouſly attained by aunanimuu- concurcenct of bre= 
thren to ingage and aft for common and publike ſafety., even 
unto the vexing, diſheartning and daunting of adyerſarizs; ſee 

.the exemplitication hereof ina pregnant inſtanee of the State 
'of the Jewiſh Commen-wealth afrer their rerurne from the 
captivity, and had no King at ſuch time, applying themſclves 
to reforme amiſlcs, and repaire breaches, when grudged ar, and 
oppoſed greatly; for whereas all forts ſet themſelves in their 
ftandings unto the work, as we have a full Catalogue of their 
names, and order of their building the wall, Neh. 3+ yea, _ the 
| | 7 OITES 
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Fekoites repairing, though th 


cir Nobles put not their 'neck to 
the work of the Lord, Neb.3.5.) it came to paſſe, that Saxbal- 
lat, and Tobiah the Ammonite,, were wondroully and ſtrangely 
exanimated and confounded therear; ſee Neh. 4.1.&c. 

5. Rejoycing of the ipirits of Chriſtians at home and abroad, 
both in. our own Land,and in neighbour Churches and Countreys, 
and their glorifying of God in tuch caſe, ſhall be the conſequent 
of ſuch Engagement, which 1s no ſmall benetic : How Chriltians 
at home arc taken and aftced, when wich one accord there is a 
joyning and continuing together, and what is the iruic thereof, 
we may ſce declared eAf?.2.42.--46,47. yea, and abroad likewiſe, 
eAt15.31.Gat.1.23,24. That comfortable Prophecy and gra- 
cious Promite reſpeFting Goſpel-times more ſpecially, made 
mention of 1/aiah 44.5. viz. One ſhall ſay, 1 amthe Lords, and 
another ſhall call himſelfe by the God of Jacob, and another ſhall ſub- 
ſcribe with his band untothe Loyd, and firname himſelfs by the name 
of Iſrael : And another mentioned, Zach. 8. 23. Thws ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, in thoſe dayes it ſhall come to paſſe, that ten men 
ſhall take hold ont of all languages of the Nations, even ff al! take 
hold of the shirt of him that ts a lew, ſaying, we will go with you, for 
we have heard that God #s with you: Even theſe Prophecies and 
Promiſes may be alluded unto by way of reſemblance, to denote + 
the advantages by Engliſhmens concurrence unto the publike 

ood and welfare of the Nacion. | | | 

This fivefold profit infilted on, may well be an attrative to 


allure, and periwade to ſeek and follow after it, fith the mer 


chandize thereof is better then the merchandize of ſilver , and 
the gaine thereof is better then gold; it is more precious then 
Rubies, and nothing that can be defired, is to be compared unto 
it. Ard thus far of the three Reaſons : And « threefold cord ts not 
quickly broken, Eceleſc4.12. 


bs SECT. IV. | 
Objetions againſt ſub[cribing the Engagement, ſatisfaeto> 
rily anſwered. 


' A Lchough that which hath been already declared in che true 
ſtating of the Account of ſubſcribing the Engagement, $00 
| D allo 


we 
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aſo in the evincing the truth and faithfulneſfle of it by the three 
Reaſons which have been hitherto inſiſted on, is of full ſufficien- 
cy to give ſatisfaction to ſuch perſons as are cordially inclined 
roalove of truth and peace; yer notwithſtanding becanſe there 
_ are ſome Zcalots found (having [therein] x z-ai of God, but not 
accorcingtoknowledge, Rom.10.2.) whuat lcaft do think that 
they do God good ſervice, in refuſing to ain that which they 
are warrantably called unto, (even as Peter the Apoſtle did, 
. ects 1”.1 :.&c.) and in atns contrary unto the way, which it 
15 meet they ſhould walk'in,(as che Apottle Pax romtime thought 
he ought ro doe. 20.9. ) It ſhall not there fore be grievous un- 
co me (and [cut it will noc Þe-irkfome to the Reader ) to 
adde a tew lines more for the further convincing of obſtmace 
Sain-ſayers, and for the und-ceiving of cratabl+ minded perſons, 
who are willing to be 1aſtru ted in r:ighreouſnefle 3 and this 1s te 
be done in anſwering fome O- jeArons made againkt the Subicrt 
bing of che Engagement, | 

: 1. Object. The generality of all forts of perſons tn London, 
yes, and throughout the whole land, are diſaff-Atcd unto this 
ſubſcribing. 

Anſ. It is.no good argument againſt it, becauſe it is ſaid that. 
it 1- generally diaff:ed; as 1t were no good argument for it, if 
1t jhould be ſaid, char it were generally approved, ith it 1s not 
Gmply cothe commendation ocd:{commendation of a courſe. that 
x is generally obſerved, or not obſerved ; fot ſomrimes a righte= 
ous way is generally ſpoken againſt, ſce Act. 28. 22. and ſome- 
times a Notorious flifull way 1s generally cricd up with great aC- 
clamation; ſee eFor.19 34, And yer notwirh(ianding it is well 
known, that very mary of all ſoirs in the Land , beſides rhe ſt 
preme power requiring it, arewell-aff-&tcd unto 1t,cven reyerend 
Judges, faithfull ; uſtic.s, kaowing Lawyers, undrritauding Sout 
diers, jud.cious Preachcrs, and conſcicntivus religious Pco- 
ple, &c. 

I1.G6jef. Subſcription unto the Engagement is refuſed not on- 
ly by malignant Cavalicrs and Ro5yalalts, 8c. buc allo generally 
by Covenanticts and Presbyterians in London Province, and 
likewiſethroughour the Land. | | 

ln/w, 1. 6 were to be withed affeRtionatcly that this ObjeRti- 
- ; a - [43-9 
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' on might not be declared in £9], the refpycing and exuſting 
of the Canaanite and Perizzire, who do yet dwell in the Land. . 

See Micah 1-10; Gen.lT 3:7. : 

- 2. It doth norfimply, nor yet juſtly at all refle& diſgracefully 
either on the Presbytery, or on the ſolemn Covenant, that ſome 
or many perſons who have conformed to Presbytery, and Cove- 
nant ,. do» now ſhew themſelves unconforma>le to the Engage- 
ment; ſich.it is ro new thing tor many to cleave unto others by 
fatterics. Sce Dan.T iz4. There were falſe brethren broughtin> 
to Churches, and amongtt che true brethren. See Ga/at. 2.4, 

3- Albcit che Covenant and the Ergagement being both of 
them rightly underſtood, can well agree together, (as hath been 
cleared :n the ſecond reatfon of this actount) yea and there is no- 
thing in Presbyrtery toupdeth of any diſcrepancy ; 1o as neither 
Preesbyrery nor Covenant is any way trenched on by eng1ging:yet 
notwithſtanding, fich Presbytery is of Eccicftaſticall cogitzance?, 
and Engagement is unto civill Power ; this objection therefore 
beareth no proportion tothe caſe in hand. 

4. Many Miniſters and people (through vulgar we akneſſe, and 
; too great a degree of time-ſerving ſiniſter reſpcAs) have been apt 
to Vurte and AR afrer the mind ot ſome eminent ring-leadersto 
faction \ as well as by eminent Reformers unto good waies: See 
Foſiahs daies)asis to be ſecn in that preference of Barabbas before 
Chcilt , through the perſwafion of the chief Pricfts and Elders , 
Adat 27.20. How many Miniſters were there in prelaticall times, 
who did ſwear canonically, and ſubſccibe implicitly, who yer did 
change aiſo implicitly with the times, covenanting againſt for- 
mer waics? Thus it was alſo with many former conforming, and 
late covenanting people following their guides. Not long fince- 
there were very many(who have profeſſed Chriſts way of Presby- 
tery) who did ſubſcribe Atreftarions implicitly , -both'in London 
Province, in Lancaſhire, in Shropſhice, in Cheſhire, and in other 
Countics,couching ſeveral] Opinions, and books,and the Authors 
of them ſcarce known unto them in the very titles, much lffe read 
and weightd by them (1 ſpeak what I know of ſeverall of them J 
bur were drawn and perſwaded thereunto by a few chief ſticklers 
and promoters in thoſe affairs. Whence it follow: ch, that it is 
farre the lefle confiderable, that a mulcirude is pretended nhto in 
the calc in hand; D 2 5.It 
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FI 5. It is nndgubtegly tyne, notwithſtanding that very-many 
faichfoll Preg{ecrians, and .conſcientious Covenantiers do ſub 
Fſyrive the Bygagement thouoh ſome others. refule to doit) and , | 
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n.idaghage is co be made of the numoer. of the Presbyteri- 
Wzacicrs argumentatively, , who iuvſcribe the En» 
Wt is probavie enough that many ſuch may. have 
mWticiy layed thereunto. An eftimate 1s to be made by the «+ F 
alt rcaſon,and avt oy the great number of thoie that ſudicribe the: y' 
Engas of 1 | p 
II. 04:2. Some of the good o!d Non-conformilts, do refuſe: 
to ſubſcribe the Engagement, - 
Anſw.1. And [omrt of the 01d Non-conformiſts, who conſcien- 
tioully refuicd to ſuoſcribe fome of the Articles , canonically re-- 
quiring ſuſcription-co.them , ( but then refuled noc co ſubſcribe  F- 
according 9 the Law of the Land, provided in luch caſe;See Elie, *Þ| * 
14.1 2.)even thole noa#iubicriders can with good conſcienceſub- 
' cribe. the Fagagement, 
ye 2.1t muſt needs be acknowledged,that the good old Non-con- 
| - formitits (who as F#4ab in cvill times, ruled with God, and were 
[* ſaichfull amonglt che Saints, when Ephraim compaſicd him abour © || ' 
«With lies, and the hvute ol pcmce with deceit. Sec Hoſc11.12,) are: - 
men ſubjeR to paſſions and error, as well as others, Humanuns ef 
errare, Let God be true, and every man a licr, &c. Sec xom. 3.4. YF. 
It is a known and lamenced caſe, how tempration . prevail-d too 
much with ſundry profe{{cd Non-conformilts in chetimes of Epi- 
ſcopacy, occa{ioning them to (hrink aad give in, eicher through 
.fcar of men, or love of the world, or for {crving che times, after 
they had ſome wairs pr-ofeticd otherwiſe: yea, and this no doubt . 
, came to paſſe through diviac permiliton for cher humoling, and 
that chey might butter Know what was1a their own hearts, it was 
ic this cate with them, as it had been. with ſome faichfull ſervants 
. of God, who were duely aff-&ted co Ptesoyteriall and Synodicall 
Ta principles, and yet.vy occaſion ſom-rime faticd co walk evenly 
therein,viz. The Ap-oſtie Peterat Antioch wichdrew hiinfelf from + 
the Genriles, {how 3ctt che Synodicali decree was otherwiſe, As + 
"15-1.&c. and as David Dickson inxcrpreteth in caſe. in hand, on 
Galat;2.11.) yea, and other |< vs difſembicd likewiſe, infomuch as 
Barnabas allo was Cart 1 ed away with their diſlimulation, Bur the. 
' wy Tx _ Apoſtle 
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Apeftle Paul xdhering to the Synodical deerlinayiyh 


Ea& and fub- 
| wptare, when 
they were themſelves, Oh that wecould duly obſerve and be= 
come advertiſed hereby, who approved our ſelyes;gonſcientiobs 

Non-conformiſts under Prelarticall erya}ls. Bur ro:feturn to the 
anſwer more nearly after this thort digrefſion;Ler'it be taken no- © 
tice;that albeit ſome weaknefles dobreak onr from ſome old Non- 


See'2 Pet.3.15,16, So weil.could the blefled Ap 


 conformiſts, yer it concerneth them, as well as thoſe who hither- 


to eſcape ſuch retmprations, to ſer our ſelves to wa KK. by Scrip= 


'tureRule,to be ſob-r and watchfull in all things, for the appro- 


ving the goo0dneffe of gur conſciene.s, willivg 
honeſtly. See Heb.13.18. F, | 
I1'I. 0bje&. A Presbyterian Miniſter, and ancient Non-confor- 


miſt, being now grown aged above fixty year; howbcit through 


in all things to live 


© thegrace of God, he approved himſelf in the waole courſe of his 


Miniſtery hitherto, not only in holding faſt the forme of ſound 


_ - words in faith and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus, buralſo in with- 


ftanding Prelacicall ſubſcriprion, and ſuperthagens conformity,un- 
to ſuſpenſion, and cxilc, &c. yet now through infirmity- of age 
may fail, and ſo conſent ro lypſctide che Engagement.» 
Anſw.1, It is both poſſi>loand probable, and ſure alſo,(through 
the grace and faithfulnefſerof him rhar hath promiſed) that thoſe 
who are plinted 1a the houle of 


4,hil {til bring forth fruic in 
old ago, P/a.g?.13,14. as havingÞy realon of ule, cheir ſenſes ex- 


' ercifed th diicern both good andevill. See Heb.5.14. Let wiſdome, 


be jaſtified of her children, agd praiſed likewile for free grace; 


' yea and for confidence thegein, 


2. Albeit, God iomertyes taketh away the underſtanding of 
the aged, 7-þ w.20. ſoggrthey do nor alway underſtand judge- 
ment, fob 32.9. yer ſometimes it may come to paſſe, that aged. 
ones may have naturall vigor and parts for going out,and coming 
in in their calling, as well as chey had , when they were younger , 
$o/h.14.i1. Yca nd ordinarily it 1s an argument for chalen- 
| to. what is ſaid or done, when it cometh 

| from 
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from the aped. The Apoſtle Pa! in pleading 2 matter with Phs- 
Limon, uſcth rhis argument to perſwade the rather, becauſe even 
Pas! the aged did- move therein, Philem 9.ver. 

3. In the year 1614. an aged Minilter of an hoary head, and fil- 
ver hairs (M.Tilecoat by name of B.A.) ard my {cif then a young 
man, did both of us together receive a fentence of ſuſpenſion 
from the exerciſe of our Miniſtery ,. for our refuſing Hierarchicall 
ſabſcriprion and conformity to Ceremonies, declared againlt us 
by the then Chancellor of Cheſter, { under,which we remained 
$or a time) who added to that our {uff. ring, his mocking and 
jecring of us, that the one of us was v: ry aged, and the other very 
. young, as'if therefore our witneſlc-bearing to the truth of the 
Goſpell were leſſe to be regarded. Aa yet that*which che Chan- 
cellor uttered reproachfuliy , became unto me for confirmation. 
and incouragement, having the good and grave oid Father to be 
exemplary; as others of good noce in Chelhire did then alfo judge 
it well might be aſefull co me; whatever now tome do prejudici- 
ally conceir of the aged. | | 

4. It is the lefle marvell, that ſome do detrat from the autho- 
rity of the aged and hoar-headed, whenas the ſame perſons are al» . 
fo ſcIf--willed and preſumptuous in detpiling and ſpeaking evill 
of Government and Supieme Power, (2 Per.2.10.) whereas yet 
notwithitanding, God hath revezl-d in his word thar it ought ro 
be otherwiſe. See Levit.19.32. Rom.1 3.7. | 

V.064je&. It 's doubced that an infnaring danger may lurk in the 
promiſe declared of being faithfull ro the Common: wealth, for- 
aſmuch as the ſenſe of the word faichful may peradyenture be 
ſtrained afcerwards to intanglc the ſubſcriber. | 

ev. 1, One would ſcarccly have thou_ht that any man of 
EOmmon capacity to underitand Engliſh , much lefle that any 
knowing Chriltian, and leaſt of all that any Miniiter of the Goſ- 
pcll, could have had fuch a ſcruple; {ith neither it's noration , nor 
the obvious uſe of the word,as it is either in the Scripture(which 
is fullot it) or as it is in ordinary ſpeech and acception amungſt 
men, can-give any riſe for ſuch a groundlefle ſcrupuluus fancy. 

_ 2. Adoting about {trifes of words produceth no profit , but 
ſtrife, envy,railings, evill ſurmiſings, perver ec diſputiogs of men 
of corrupt aunds, and delticute of the cruch, even $0 the ſubver- 
| ting 
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ting of the hearers;fce 1 75#9.6.4, 5. 
godly wiſe Chriſtians and, Miniſters, avoid ſuch queſtions aboue 
words clear in themſelves, ſtudying to ſhew themiclves approved 
unto God, &c. 2 Tim. 25. | 
3. Ler ſach wordy Queſtioniſts remember that the pious and 
prudent contrivers of the DireQory for the publ:ke Worſhip of 
God throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland, eſtabliſhed by 
our Parliament, in thar part of it which direReth about the ſo- 
lemnization of Marrt:ge, they thought it meet that the perſons 
to be married togeth. r ſhould promiſe mucually ro be faichfull 
unto one another: In the Directory for the Ordmation of Mini- 
ſters,it is Ordered,that ſuch as (hall be ordaint d,do declare a pro- | 
miſe of faithtulneſlc, as well as of other ducies, in the exerciſe of . 
their Mimiltery.l do hence demand, whether perſons tt be married, 
or Minift>rs co be ord uncd, (1,ould, rhe one fort of them ſcruple 
the accompliſhmenc of cheir marriage, or the other ſort ſcruple 
their O dia :r10n, betauſc of che Engagem nt to be faichfull in 
their relative conditions? and whether they ſhould ſurceaſe rather 
therefram upon a phantalticall conceit,thar the tenſe ot the word 


BD f ithfull may be ſtrained to ſome inſnaring afterwards? I con- 


clude therefore,thar as in Domeſtical and Ecclcliaſtical relations 
th: re isa requiliteneffe of promiling to be true and fairhfui, ſo ic 
ought to be likewiſe in the relation in the Common- wealth, that 
there be an E-:g4gement of fanhbfulnefle thercunto: If any man 
. be otherwiſe minded couching being faichfull in the' mentioned 
relations in Family, Church and Commonwealth, ſurely be ſcem- 
eth to give ground of juſt jealouſic, chachs meancth not fairly ; 
that I ſay no more. - #00 
VI.Obje&.Thrie was a liberty granted and direfted by Order of 
Parliament, that Preachers in giving of che Covenant thould ex» 
Plain it,and accordingly the Preacher explained it 1n ſuch ſenſe,as 
' he apprehends ſtands not with his freedome of conſcience to fug- 
. ſcribe the Engagement. 

Anſ.1. The l1bcrty allowed and direRted unto Preachers for ex- 
plaining che Covenant, ought ro be underſtood of ſuch explain» 
ing it,as ſtood with the juſt and genuine lenſe of ic,as all racionall 
| men will caſtly acknowledge ; If any Preachers cook a liberty 0 

therwile, they did abuſe theis liberty ; yea, it was a colluſion and 

S | impoſture 


& 3 77ms.3.14, let therefore the - © 
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was, to put a ſenſe thereon: 
of his owne not agreeing thereto, fruſtrating what in himlay,the. 
end of the Covenant and che raking of it. _ | + & 
2. ' They that thus olbjeQ, do not ſpeak out what the ſenſe of 
the Preacher was that he gave of the Covenant incorfiſtent with 
the Engagement, ſo as it cannot be expeRtcd chat a full and fatil. 
fatory anſaer ſhould beqmade thereto ; his ſenſe being in the 
dark, may be reputed an aR of darknefic,aibeir confuſed and/un- 
certain ſpeech be of it in.the {treers at n00R day, ; 
3+ This ObjeRtion giveth occaſion ro ſuipeRt that ſome per-- 
fons(yea,ſome who pretend for Presbyrery,but are looſly minded, 
thereunto,fith ſuch do thus objet) do make an advantage to put 
the Covenant to their own ſenſe,to free themielves thereby from 
the ſacred bonds of it in its own ſenſe and meaning, 1 
4. Let ſuch Objecters be pleaſed tor the undeceiving themſelves 
and their adherents, plainly and punQually (tn their own conſci- 
ences and conferences with their Aﬀociates) anſwer theſe de-' 
mands withour any tergiverſation,forarguing their ſincerity to 
wards God and towards men abour the Covenant. fy 
1. Whether the Covenant was not obligatory in its due ſenſe 
and meanings in every article of it, as well as in ſome branches of 


BS. 
* 


- ſome of the Articles more ſpecially affeed ? 


2. Whether there were not ſome main things primarily, and o- 


= ther things ſuvſerviently covenanted ? And what thoſe maine 


things, and what the ſubſcrvient things were? that thus truth and 


" faithfulnefle may be diſcerned bereabouts. 


3. Whether the chief ends of the Covenant were not Refor- 
mation, and defence of Religion, and the ſafety of the People ?. 

4. Whether the honour and happinefle of the King was abſo- 
lately covenanted, albcit he ſhould remain obſtinarc in his tyran- 
ny, and in other unnaturali capitall crimes, unto which God had 
appointed temporall- death? . | 

5. Whether the grand-Priviledge of Parliament, unto which o- 


_thers are ſubſervient, be nor, that above forty members of the 
' Houſe of Commons acting freely in the Houſe , doe continue the 
. being of the Houſe of iarltament? And conſequently, whether by 


vertue of the Covenant ſuch Houſe of Commons ought not to be 
acknowledged the Parliamentary fupreme Power ? | 
Re 0 FINIS, 
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